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Preface

The pathogenic Neisseria still cause major public health concerns world-wide.
Neisseria gonorrhoeae has historically been a prominent human pathogen associ-
ated with sexually transmitted diseases. Although other sexually transmitted dis-
ease have been more in focus recently, control of gonococcal infections has been
complicated by the development of antibiotic resistance. Neisseria meningitidis
causes sporadic meningitis and focal outbreaks throughout most of the industri-
alised world. Large epidemics of meningococcal meningitis occur periodically in
developing countries with devastating consequences. 

In line with previous International Pathogenic Neisseria Conferences (IPNC),
the goal of IPNC 2002 is to bring together investigators, postdoctoral fellows and
graduate students from universities, public health organizations and pharmaceuti-
cal companies who are involved in the study of these pathogens and of the dis-
eases that they cause. The aim of the meeting is to provide a forum for dissemi-
nating new research results on all aspects of neisserial infections and disease con-
trol through formal and informal discussions. 

A total of 51 lectures and 313 posters will be presented at IPNC 2002. Oral pre-
sentations have been selected by an international scientific committee from a
panel of 103 abstracts submitted by the participants. This book contains the ab-
stracts of all the presentations. It provides a compendium of the latest develop-
ment in neisserial research and is meant to serve as a reference book to cover the
period up to the next conference. It is organized into the same subject headings
as given in the scientific programme. The first part of the book contains the ab-
stracts of the oral presentations, then follows the poster presentations, grouped
by subject categories, in alphabetical order according to the name of the present-
ing author. The abstracts are printed essentially as they were submitted by the au-
thors to the organizing committee via e-mail, except for typesetting in a uniform
style and a limited amount of editing. 

We thank the scientific committee for their valuable advices. We would also like
to thank the numerous colleagues at the Division of Infectious Disease Control,
Norwegian Institute of Public Health, for their contribution to the arrangement.
Especially, we would like to name Dr L.O. Frøholm, who initiated the develop-
ment of the Norwegian meningococcal vaccine, and Drs J. Holst, T. Michaelsen,
L. Næss, F. Oftung, and E. Rosenqvist. Finally, we are grateful to Mrs S.A. Musæus
for her excellent work in collecting the abstracts. 

Dominique A. Caugant
Bjørn Haneberg
Elisabeth Wedege
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